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nomic status and professional attainments are the equal of whites. Rather than 
reject their societies, however, Maghrebin-origin individuals in France and other 
marginalized populations around the world are, instead, claiming their rightful 
places within their societies. As citizens, they see themselves as deserving of rights 
and privileges meant for all. We must imagine a citizenship and societal belonging 
in which racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious difference do not stand in the way 
of full societal inclusion. This is how we address the denial of cultural citizenship. 
By failing to accommodate differences in the public sphere, France loses out on 
a true and cohesive national community. France’s emphasis on monoculturalism 
and universalism do not allow for this. And theories of immigrant integration and 
assimilation fail to capture the experiences of immigrant-origin racial and ethnic 
minorities. 

The denial of cultural citizenship exists beyond France, as demonstrated by the 
Brexit vote, attributed in part to xenophobic sentiment; by the heightened Islamo- 
phobia and rise of the Far Right in European societies such as the Netherlands 
and Germany; and by the debate over how to respond to the Syrian refugee crisis 
in the European Union. In the United States, we can see the denial of cultural 
citizenship to African Americans, who even though they are legal citizens, are 
subject to disparate treatment, as evidenced by “stop and frisk” procedures and 
the phenomenon of “driving while black,” among other examples. Or the case of 
Muslim Americans and immigrants who face heightened suspicion and Islamo- 
phobia, including Executive Order 13769 signed by President Donald Trump in 
January 2017 banning immigrants from various Muslim majority countries such 
as Iran, Syria, and Iraq. Our idea of who belongs in a given nation and who is seen 
as a full member of society is undergirded or circumscribed by race and ethnicity. 
This point is clear when we consider Ahmed Merabet, the Muslim and Algerian- 
origin police officer who was one of the victims of the massacre at the Charlie 
Hebdo editorial offices. He was just as French as the other victims. He had a stable 
middle-class job. He was a Muslim who fought to defend the French motto of Lib- 
erté, égalité, et fraternité yet is rarely mentioned in the news reports of the events. 
And while the cry of “Je suis Ahmed” was virtually ignored, “Je suis Charlie” was 
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quickly adopted as an affirmation of French values. When we consider the lack 
of attention paid to the plight of the North African second generation and other 
racial and ethnic minorities, it is not hard to understand why. 

That the struggle for full cultural citizenship is a global struggle is evident most 
recently in the death of Adama Traoré, a twenty-four-year-old black construction 
worker, who died under unusual circumstances after being arrested in the banli- 
eue of Beaumont-sur-Oise, north of Paris.” He was arrested for interfering in the 
arrest of his brother. The police first claimed that he had died of a heart attack and 
then later said he had a severe infection. His family asked for a second autopsy 
because they say he had no health problems prior to his death. Since his death, 
there have been demonstrations demanding justice for Adama Traoré, including 
one protest outside the local police station, which was met with tear gas from the 
police. Part of the mobilization around justice for Traoré has been connected to 
struggles for black liberation in other societies, including the United States. The 
incidents of state-sponsored violence against black Americans are being closely 
followed by racial and ethnic minorities in France, who also seek to affirm their 
rightful place in society and challenge racial and ethnic marginalization. During 
my recent visits to France, I remain fascinated by the transnational connections 
racial and ethnic minorities are making—despite differences in their societies. 
Within Paris and its banlieues, there have even been demonstrations in honor of 
Mike Brown, Freddie Gray, and other black American victims of state-sponsored 
violence. 

In titling this chapter “Sacrificed Children of the Republic,” I also want to con- 
sider what is at stake by denying cultural citizenship to racial and ethnic minori- 
ties. I return to Safia, whom I caught up with during a trip to Paris in 2015. She has 
achieved even more success as a journalist—now working as an editor in addition. 
As we met in her office in the fifteenth arrondissement, she recounted a recent 
disturbing incident. One day she traveled to Marseille (in the south of France) by 
train for some work-related meetings. She had no luggage with her since she was 
not spending the night and was carrying a satchel containing the items she needs 
for work. When Safia’s train arrived at the Gare de Lyon at the end of the day, she 
was stopped leaving the train by a plainclothes police officer. He demanded to see 
what was inside her bag. She told me, “I] ma tutoyée,” that is, he addressed her by 
using the informal, or familiar, pronoun tu (you) rather than the formal vous, not 
merely a breach of etiquette but, in France, a clear sign of disrespect. Safia was 
offended by his use of the tu form, and also because he did not immediately iden- 
tify himself as a police officer. He demanded to see her identification and asked 
her why she was carrying only a satchel. “Are you smuggling drugs?” he asked. 
“Are you a prostitute, working for someone?” Humiliated, Safia answered that she 
was a journalist and had gone to Marseille for meetings. She showed him her carte 
d'identité and other identification issued by the publication for which she works. 
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“The craziest thing,’ she told me, as her eyes welled up with tears, “was that the 
train was packed with people, white people. There were a ton of white people. And 
I was the one who was stopped. No one said a thing. The other passengers just 
stared at me? Safia is pursuing legal means to address this incident, which as she 
explained, she has seen happen to too many racial and ethnic minorities in France. 
“You just can't let these things go by,’ she said. “How can people not think this is 
wrong?” Though in many ways Safia, like other immigrants and their descendants, 
has done the things that should allow her to fit in—she has worked hard, attained 
an education, and holds a stable, middle-class job—what’s clear is that these are 
not enough. She does not belong in France—because she is not white. 
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Another Outsider 
Doing Race from/in Another Place 


Just as my respondents were citizen outsiders, I, too, as a non-French American citizen 
doing research in France, was an outsider. Yet in some ways my identity as a black woman 
created an insider connection with respondents because they also perceived me as a racial 
and ethnic minority. I outline my methodology in what follows and discuss how respon- 
dents simultaneously viewed me as an insider and outsider. In line with the direction of 
previous work on the relationship between ethnographer and the “researched,” I consider 
the different boundaries I encountered in my fieldwork and how they relate to aspects of 
my identity, as well as the implications for the boundaries separating insiders and outsid- 
ers and for the study of race and difference when one falls within them or outside them. 
Throughout my ethnographic research, my position as an outsider, as well as my personal 
identity, undoubtedly shaped how my respondents perceived me. I further consider the 
implications of this intersubjectivity for my research (Burawoy 1998) and for studying race 
from another national context. My own race and identity were directly implicated in con- 
ducting this research. I argue that this further reveal how race operates and manifests itself 
within French society. 


THE RESEARCH: ENTERING THE FIELD, FINDING PEOPLE, AND 
NEGOTIATING ACCESS 


I became interested in race, ethnicity, and identity in France for both personal and schol- 
arly reasons. My own experiences as an African American living in Paris with a French 
family as an undergraduate in a study abroad program piqued my curiosity. My identity 
as an American citizen sometimes affected how I was treated as a black person in public 
spaces like restaurants, shops, or the subway. And other times, my visibility as a black per- 
son led to differential treatment not experienced by other American visitors. Sometimes 
people stared at me, particularly in the bourgeois quartiers of the seventh and sixteenth 
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arrondissements. In the immigrant-concentrated quartiers of the eighteenth or nineteenth 
arrondissements or the banlieues of Seine-Saint-Denis or Nanterre, this was less common. 
My sociological imagination was beginning to develop and these questions remained in the 
back of my mind as I pursued my doctoral studies at Northwestern University. As I read the 
work of other sociologists on identity and difference in France (including Lamont 2002 and 
Wacquant 2007), I became interested in better understanding the experiences of the North 
African second generation: individuals who have been shaped by their parents’ migration 
from former French colonies, though not immigrants themselves and born and raised in 
France. I wanted to understand the nature of minority identity in a society that does not 
recognize minorities based on identity categories and how this might intersect with mar- 
ginalization from mainstream society. I moved to Paris in the fall of 2008 to study this topic. 

I began recruiting potential participants by contacting over one hundred organizations 
and associations (in person, as well as via mail, telephone, and email) in Paris and its ban- 
lieues and placing calls for participants on Internet forums and websites that cater to im- 
migrant populations. I stated that I was a doctoral student in sociology interested in the 
experiences and identities of the North African second generation and sought potential 
contacts who might be able to provide information. I had an idea of the questions I would 
ask, but I was purposely broad in my call for potential participants because I wanted to 
appeal to as many as possible. To participate, individuals had to be born in France, be over 
eighteen years of age, live in the Parisian metropolitan region, and have at least one parent 
from the Maghreb.’ 

Recruiting potential participants proved more challenging than anticipated. Many peo- 
ple said no. I believe this was because French Republican ideology makes the discussion 
of race and ethnicity—along with racial and ethnic identity—sensitive or taboo. Although 
I did not explicitly introduce race as a topic unless individuals themselves brought it up, I 
recognize that my visible identity as a black person perhaps made race and ethnicity more 
salient in our interactions than they might otherwise have been. In addition, on a practi- 
cal level, it was sometimes difficult to identify potential respondents, because statistics in 
France are not collected based on race or ethnic origin. For example, there was no census 
data I could use to determine which neighborhoods were predominately maghrébin. 

Because Iam American, potential respondents were sometimes suspicious about why a 
non-French person, particularly an American and non-European, would be interested in 
studying them. What did I already know? What misconceptions did I have? This seemed 
particularly acute following the 2005 uprisings that swept banlieues throughout France. 
Several people told me that they were sick of the media asking immigrant-origin individuals 
questions about their experiences and the reasons for the uprisings and then distorting 
them to the public. Others also told me that Americans had many misconceptions about 
race and discrimination in French society and about life in France. Their hesitation to talk 
to me was understandable. 

The difficulties of obtaining a large respondent sample resulted in my use of snowball 
sampling (Small 2009). As an outsider—neither maghrébin nor French—this method was 
crucial for getting me “inside” the population I wanted to study. Building rapport with re- 
spondents in the course of an interview, I would ask at the end for the names of others who 
might take part. Snowball sampling is a kind of nonprobability sampling that is useful for 
theoretical development, especially when knowledge about a particular subject is lacking. 
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It is often criticized for its empirical generalizability about an entire population yet can be 
useful for theoretical generalizability (Small 2009). 

My sample is relatively homogeneous in terms of educational attainment and employ- 
ment status. Many respondents were involved in the same professional and social net- 
works.* About half of them are connected to each as friends and acquaintances or because 
they are affiliated with the same organizations. This later became empirically and theo- 
retically useful in considering how immigrant-origin individuals are marginalized owing 
to race and ethnicity, regardless of class or socioeconomic status. I was not initially focused 
on the middle-class segment, but from my first interviews, I remember being struck by how 
upward mobility (in socioeconomic status and educational and professional accomplish- 
ments) had not altered experiences of exclusion in France. I further refined questions for 
subsequent interviews based on previous interviews and interactions. 

I do not generalize the entire second-generation maghrébin population (or the second- 
generation immigrant population as a whole). I also acknowledge that the Parisian metro- 
politan region is not representative of all of France, and the focus on the former may shape 
my discussion. Yet I believe the theoretical findings of this research (namely, the denial of 
cultural citizenship to nonwhite minorities on racial and ethnic grounds) have implica- 
tions for second-generation minority populations in other contexts. In other words, I have 
sought theoretical generalizability, if not empirical generalizability (Small 2009). 


INTERVIEWS AND PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION 


I built rapport with my respondents mostly because of my French language skills and an 
awareness of French society I had gained by having lived there previously. Interview ques- 
tions addressed a variety of topics related to the North African second-generation: iden- 
tity; social networks; employment experiences; family history and parental background; 
relationship to parents’ country of origin; educational experiences; political views; percep- 
tions of racism, discrimination, and marginalization; and religious beliefs and identities. I 
conducted interviews in French and digitally recorded them, unless respondents requested 
otherwise. I realized I had interviewed enough people, or reached the point of saturation 
(Small 2009), when discernible patterns and themes emerged from our interviews. A native 
French-speaking transcriber later transcribed them. Though I am fluent in French, she was 
crucial to making sure I did not miss anything as a nonnative speaker. I analyzed the in- 
terviews in French and translated them myself during the writing process. All names and 
identifying information have been changed in accordance with the Institutional Review 
Board’s Human Subjects guidelines. 

In addition to these interviews with forty-five individuals, I also conducted about nine 
months of participant observation and field research with my respondents and other indi- 
viduals, spending time with respondents’ families and attending various community and 
networking events, such as panel discussions. My ties to the Nanterre Association allowed 
me to supplement interviews with participant observation there. Association directors of- 
fered to help me make connections for potential interviewees in exchange for volunteer 
work (eight of my respondents were in some way affiliated with the association). This so- 
cial and educational community organization was founded in 1994 by five residents who 
grew up in the Petit Nanterre neighborhood, a public-housing complex. Petit Nanterre is 
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an impoverished neighborhood and considered a zone a urbaniser en priorité by the French 
government.’ The associations employees, volunteers, and the population it serves are 
mostly North African and sub-Saharan African immigrant-origin individuals. In addition 
to my many interactions with them, I also taught English classes to elementary school, high 
school, and college students, as well as working adults. My experiences at the association 
were invaluable, allowing me to participate in the everyday lives of the population I was 
studying. I became very attached to the many individuals I met there. 


NEGOTIATING IDENTITY IN THE FIELD 


Ethnographers have long reflected on how their own social position and identity affects 
field research. Some have said that interactions with respondents may be thought of as 
“construction sites” (Cordell and Hartmann 2007) in which similarities and differences in 
social location cause the constant negotiation and renegotiation of identities on both sides 
(Horowitz 1986; Lacy 2008; Venkatesh 2002). 

‘The interactions between the two parties inform the analytical process (Horowitz 1986; 
May and Pattillo-McCoy 2000), and reveal “localized systems of meaning” (Venkatesh 
2002, 103). Research participants sometimes view ethnographers as strangers; the curiosity 
of respondents, and the questions it generates, tell ethnographers a great deal about what is 
important to their subjects (Horowitz 1986). Venkatesh discusses the “social production of 
the ethnographer”; that is, the roles assigned to him by his informants in his fieldwork on 
Chicago's South Side and the importance of their perceptions of his research and his role 
as a field-worker. Horowitz (1986, 410) says this is best considered as “interactional matters 
based on processes of continuing negotiation between the researcher and the researched.” 
The social position or identity of the researcher thus shapes how participants see the re- 
searcher and how an ethnographer perceives or interprets the research setting (May and 
Pattillo-McCoy 2000). 

Such processes also have implications for the negotiated boundaries between insiders 
and outsiders in field research and the similarities and differences between researcher and 
“researched.” In her ethnographic study of middle-class black Americans in the suburbs 
of Washington, D.C., Karyn Lacy (2008) discusses how ethnographers must bargain with 
participants to ensure their cooperation. As an African American, she found this particu- 
larly challenging in the “cross-racial fieldwork” she conducted with white middle-class resi- 
dents of the communities in which she was interested. Though she herself was middle-class, 
and also a graduate student at an elite university, her African American identity was most 
salient in interactions with uncooperative white respondents. In such contexts, participants 
“may rely on either pervasive stereotypes or personal experiences with members of these 
groups as an indicator of how the ethnographer will interact with them” (2). In my case, 
respondents undoubtedly had prior exposure to Americans and black Americans, either 
personally, through the media, or in some other way, and that exposure may have shaped 
their perceptions of me. 

Differences in citizenship and nationality add another layer of negotiations between in- 
siders and outsiders when researching across national contexts. In her research on symbolic 
boundaries in France and the United States, Michèle Lamont describes how her identity as 
both French Canadian and an American professor shaped the interview process: “People 
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were more prone to explain their taken-for-granted assumptions, not knowing the extent 
to which I might, or might not, be familiar with their culture” (1992, 18-19). This is simi- 
lar to what Caitlin Killian (2002) experienced researching maghrébin-immigrant women 
adapting to French society and what Paula Pickering (2007) experienced in her fieldwork 
with minorities in Bosnia. In Pickering’s case, this was particularly challenging in a context 
where ethnicity is considered a sensitive subject. 


OUTSIDER STATUS: AN AMERICAN IN FRANCE 


My own experience mirrored that of researchers who have conducted qualitative research 
in other countries (Killian 2002, Lamont 1992, Pickering 2007). As an American, I was an 
outsider to those I sought to study. Participants often assumed I was not knowledgeable 
about French society and history or maghrébin culture, and I was lectured on the history 
of French colonialism in the Maghreb, for example, as a result. Still, such interactions illus- 
trated how maghrébin-origin individuals understand their place in French society. 

My outsider status also exposed my naiveté. When first making connections with vari- 
ous organizations, I once used the slang term for an Arab, beur, and was immediately made 
aware of its inappropriateness and pejorative connotations. One of my respondents, Mou- 
rad, a thirty-year-old of Algerian origin, explained that the issue is not so much that beur 
is offensive, but that it implies that one is neither an immigrant nor French but in between, 
whereas most children of maghrébin immigrants just want to be thought of as French. This 
contrasts with his (and his maghrébin friends’) parents, for whom the term felt more apt. 
This proved to be a huge insight for understanding the plight of racial and ethnic minorities 
in France, and how they simply want to considered as French as anyone else. However, I 
do not know if my blunder would have been so easily excused if potential participants had 
thought me more knowledgeable about France. 

The individuals with whom I worked assumed, merely by virtue of my American citi- 
zenship, that I could exercise power and influence on their behalf. At the Nanterre Associa- 
tion, people often thought I could facilitate their travel to the United States, either for work 
or school, through whatever connections they supposed I had (see Pickering 2007). This 
caused me to reflect on my status as an American citizen—apart from any other identity I 
have. As all research involves power relations (Ali 2006), I realized I needed to be conscious 
of how being American is read or understood by potential participants. 

Such assumptions and stereotypes had also arisen during my first extended stay in 
Paris, in 2000, when I lived with a French family as a part of a junior year abroad pro- 
gram. I encountered negative perceptions of Americans, which was heightened after the 
contested presidential election of George W. Bush that November. When I returned to Paris 
in fall 2008 to conduct the fieldwork for this book, there was a different energy, as many 
in France—across racial and ethnic backgrounds—were excited about the prospect of a 
Barack Obama presidency. Conducting research during Barack Obama’ presidential cam- 
paign often led to conversations with respondents about race and racism, upward mobility, 
and multiculturalism and diversity that might not have otherwise occurred without my 
prompting. That I was an African American who had moved to Paris from Chicago imme- 
diately connected me to this other African-American with ties to Chicago. Many potential 
respondents were curious about my perspective on Barack Obama and the prospect of his 
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election as the first black president of the United States. Was I excited about him, too? What 
did it mean to me and other African Americans? My conversations with respondents were 
also illustrative of the ways in which they thought about racial and ethnic representation. 
Many maghrébin-origin individuals identified with Obama and were excited about what 
his presidency would mean for racial and ethnic minorities in France, demonstrating how 
individuals marginalized based on race and ethnic origin could connect to racial and ethnic 
minority populations elsewhere. Many reflected on the similarities and differences between 
racial and ethnic minorities in France and in the United States. 

I was repeatedly asked how I became interested in the maghrébin second generation. 
My status as an American complicated my attempt to blend in with others—I did not deny 
I was American, but I did not remind others of it, either. I quickly realized that I was con- 
sidered an expert on all things American. Everyone at the Nanterre Association seemed 
to know me as “Jean, the American,” before I had even spoken with them. Mamadou, of 
Algerian origin and one of the directors of the association, told me that news travels fast 
in this community—everyone knows when something new has happened—in this case, 
my arrival as an American volunteer at the center. People could tell that I was not French, 
sometimes even without speaking: “Oh, it’s obvious you're not from here . . . but I get that 
you want to be discreet; he said. This resembles the experience of Natasha Warikoo (2011), 
who in her research in London high schools found that students often asked her ques- 
tions about the United States and American culture, allowing her to build rapport with 
her participants. 


INSIDER STATUS: BEING A RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITY IN FRANCE 


While I was an outsider in some ways, many respondents perceived me as an insider, as 
we shared a status as racial and ethnic minorities (see also Khanna 2011). In interactions 
with them, they often invoked aspects of my personal biography, whether to point out 
likenesses or differences in our two identities. I discuss later the implications of this shared 
racial and ethnic minority status for studying race and ethnicity from a different national 
context. 

Conducting research during the campaign and eventual election of Barack Obama led 
to many discussions that might not have otherwise occurred. While I was conscious of not 
imposing an American-style understanding of race and ethnicity on the French context, 
some respondents invoked such a conception. Throughout my interviews, respondents 
made many connections and references to race and African American identity and culture. 
For example, one respondent began our conversation by repeatedly asserting that, although 
race is a big problem in the United States, it was not a big problem in France (and this was 
before I mentioned race or racism). He then went on to enumerate the ways in which he has 
been treated differently from others simply because he is maghrébin. 

I also sensed there were moments when being a nonwhite American helped generate 
trust with potential respondents. A director at the Nanterre Association, not long after wed 
met, said that if I ever needed a place to live, I could stay in one of the apartments in the 
public housing complex affiliated with the organization. I was surprised by his openness, 
despite our only recent acquaintance, and wondered whether his trust stemmed from the 
fact that I am visibly African American and a woman. 
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IMPLICATIONS FOR INTERSECTIONS OF IDENTITY AND RESEARCH 


Before I moved to Paris to conduct fieldwork, I was warned to be careful not to impose 
an American-style understanding of race and ethnicity on the French context, and not in- 
terpret my observations based on my own experiences as a black woman. However, what 
I learned in my research and have shown here is that the researcher’s identity is not an 
impediment to ethnographic research. Rather, significant insights can be gained from how 
participants engage and perceive that identity. 

This became particularly salient when conducting research related to race and difference 
across national contexts. I was often asked why I did not conduct research on racial and 
ethnic minorities in the United States. And there were questions as to whether, as a member 
of a racial and ethnic minority group myself, I could objectively study race and marginal- 
ization. Would I naturally see race and racism through my own filter, rather than under- 
standing race and other phenomena through the lens of those individuals under study? 
Yet this misses how minorities in another national context understand race and racism for 
themselves, and ignores the connections they make with racial and ethnic minorities in 
other countries. Other scholars have reflected on the potential complications of studying 
race in France from an American perspective. I agree with Keaton et al. (2012), who posit 
that speaking of race in France does not imply importing American-style constructs of 
race and ethnicity in the analysis.* My experiences parallel those of minority researchers 
studying race within the United States, whose findings are filtered through their racial and 
ethnic identity but not the research itself (Trusdell 2013; Young 2008). For example, Young 
discusses how he can paint “a more compassionate, rather than intensely critical, portrait” 
of African American men as an African American man himself (2008, 200). 

While researchers are never “ideologically free” (Keaton 2006), I remained vigilant, to 
the degree possible, about not imposing my own understandings on my respondents. In 
short, I believe that qualitative researchers should not fear the implications of their iden- 
tities and social locations for the research process, including their relationships with the 
“researched.” Rather, we should embrace them as integral to understanding the totality of 
individuals’ lives. 


NOTES 


PREFACE: BLACK GIRL IN PARIS 


1. The title to this preface is taken from Shay Youngblood’s novel Black Girl in Paris, 
about a black girl’s pilgrimage to Paris in the 1980s and her reflections on Langston Hughes, 
James Baldwin, Josephine Baker, and other African-American luminaries who had spent 
time in the city. 


1. NORTH AFRICAN ORIGINS IN AND OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 


1. Manual Valls tweeted this in response in May 2015 to Robert Ménard, mayor of 
Béziers in the south of France, who claimed that he counted the number of Muslim children 
in town based on whether they had Muslim names (AFP 2015). 

2. Gare du Nord, in the tenth arrondissement, is one of the main train stations in Paris 
and connects to the subway system. The surrounding neighborhood is known for the pres- 
ence of African immigrants and their descendants. 

3. Nadine Morano, in an interview on the television program Le Supplément, on the 
Canal+ cable network, in May 2016. Les Républicains is a center-right political party 
formed in 2015, when former president Nicolas Sarkozy renamed the Union pour un move- 
ment populaire (UMP). 

4. Allnames and identifying information have been changed in the interest of confiden- 
tiality per Human Subjects guidelines, by the Institutional Review Board. 

5. When I began my research, I was initially surprised and confused about why respon- 
dents would want to meet at Starbucks (where I conducted about a third of my interviews 
and meetings). Besides the fact that they are ubiquitous in Paris, I later realized that many 
respondents assumed that all Americans like Starbucks and likely they just wanted to make 
sure I was comfortable. 
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6. When I indicate that someone is of a certain origin, I mean that he or she is a child 
of an immigrant from that particular country. In addition, I use maghrébin (the French- 
language term for those from the Maghreb, the former French colonies countries of Tunisia, 
Morocco, and Algeria) and North African interchangeably. Many respondents also used the 
term arabe interchangeably with maghrébin and North African. 

7. By assimilated, I am referring to the process or processes by which racial and ethnic 
minorities “come to share a common culture and to gain equal access to the opportunity 
structure of society” (Zhou 1997, 70). Language assimilation, socioeconomic attainment, 
and increasing rates of intermarriage are all commonly seen as evidence for contemporary 
assimilation (Alba and Nee 2003). 

8. French Republicanism frames the French nation as one in which “only individuals 
are citizens, citizens are equal, and therefore all individuals are equal citizens” and “ethnic, 
regional, or religious categorizations are ignored” (Bertossi 2007, 3). Furthermore, there 
can be “no intermediate bodies between the state and the citizens. ... As soon as the prior 
existence of these groups is acknowledged, there is nothing to prevent them from being 
considered minorities that are impossible to absorb” (Amselle 2003, 114). Part of the fear of 
communautarisme (communitarianism)—see note 9 below for a definition of the term—in 
France is a fear that it may result in the lack of any nation-based cohesion and community. 
Many of the questions concerning the meaning of French Republicanism center on the ten- 
sion between universality and particularity (Schnapper et al. 2003). 

9. Communautarisme is the often-feared idea in France that groups based on identity 
will only settle and interact among themselves, rather than integrating into society and be- 
ing a part of the French national community (Fernando 2014). Multiculturalism is seen to 
lead to the fragmentation of society along identity lines, as in the United States, for example 
(Chabal 2015). This sentiment was often mentioned in my interviews as respondents con- 
sidered the implications of different models of identity politics. 

10. For an elaborated definition of laïcité see Gunn (2004) and Weill (2006). While 
secularism is not an exact translation of laïcité, I follow the trend of other scholars who use 
the terms interchangeably for simplicity’s sake (Kastoryano 2002, 2004). 

u. This 1905 law withdrew state official recognition and financial support from religions 
while also guaranteeing citizens the right to form private religious associations (Bauberot 
2009; Laurence 2001; Scott 2007). 

12. Over the years, several exceptions to this rule have been made, allowing the 
French state to, among other things, subsidize private religious schools and the building 
of mosques, recognize religious holidays, and create Muslim state organizations (Bowen 
2006; Laurence 2001). 

13. Chabal (2015) rightly critiques Noiriel for his separating out of immigration from 
colonialism in this regard. 

14. Wright (2004) further argues that blacks are framed as “other” so that whites can 
maintain superiority in Western culture and that Europe is more generally tied to blackness 
as a permanent “othered” category. 

15. “The case of differential status in the French colonies offers an example of a breach in 
the continuity of the universalist principle. It demonstrates that, in the colonial context, the 
Republic made distinctions between individuals on the basis of their belonging to a specific 
group considered as ethnically different. Furthermore, post-colonial immigrants who came 
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to France in the second half of the 20" century carried this complex system of status with 
them” (Kastoryano and Escafré-Dublet 2012, 29). 

16. In Black Skin, White Masks (1967), Frantz Fanon describes the relations between 
the white colonizers and the black colonized and its impact on racism in French Algeria. 
Colonized Algerians internalized the cultural values of the French colonizers and therefore 
began to see themselves as inferior to their colonizers. This was originally published in 1952 
in French as Peau noire, masques blancs. I elaborate on Fanon in chapter 5. 

17. Unlike later periods of migration, prewar immigrant workers from the Maghreb did 
not permanently settle in France (Kaya 2009). 

18. In 1945 the Haut Comité consultatif de la population et de la famille (High Commit- 
tee for Population and Families) was created by de Gaulle to formulate immigration policies 
that were more favorable to groups considered more easily assimilated (often Europeans). 
Those policies never officially adopted (Derderian 2004; Lyons 2013). In 1946 the Office na- 
tional d'immigration was founded. In 1958 the Fonds daction sociale (Social Action Fund) 
was created to provide social services to immigrant workers (Amara 2006; Bleich 2004; 
Derderian 2004; Simon 1998). 

19. I do not have space here to fully capture the horrific nature of the Algerian War 
of Independence (Chabal 2015; Dubois 2010). The Paris massacre of October 17, 1961, in 
which the police repressed Algerians, including drowning them in the Seine, is one ex- 
ample. France did not acknowledge the conflict as a war until 1999. Other scholars have also 
detailed how the memory of this conflict and its suppression has been reinforced through- 
out France, particularly as it concerns descendants of Algerian migrants (Silverstein 2008). 
In my own findings, respondents who are not children of Algerian immigrants but instead 
children of Tunisian or Moroccan immigrants similarly identified the brutal conflict be- 
tween France and Algeria over its independence as an example of how France has long 
disregarded nonwhite individuals. 

20. I use the term white French or white throughout this book to refer to Français de 
souche, or those of white native French-European origin, though I recognize that white is 
not an official term in French society. I am also following the lead of many respondents who 
use the term white. Even though much of the extant literature uses the term native French, I 
use the term white since children of immigrants born in France are also native French people. 

21. While I do not discuss migration from former French colonies in sub-Saharan Af- 
rica, including Senegal and the Ivory Coast, nor the descendants of this postcolonial mi- 
gration in this book, there were similar increases in migrants from these regions in the 
postcolonial period (Bass 2014; Bleich 2001; Hargreaves 2003). 

22. Some scholars argue that the spatial relationship between Paris and its banlieues is 
emblematic of the spatial relations between France and the colonial Maghreb (see Silver- 
stein 2008; Stovall 2003). 

23. The government also considered suspending family reunification, but that was con- 
sidered a right in 1976 (Kirszbaum et al. 2009). 

24. Barou (2014) notes how many of the immigration-related policies were influenced 
by racist ideologies. 

25. Bleich refers to this as “antiracism without races” (2003, 50). As racism is framed as 
more of an individual act, the 1972 law targeted hate speech more than direct discrimina- 
tion. This at least partially explains how the satirical publication Charlie Hebdo has been 
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charged multiple times for hate speech against Muslims and other groups. The collection 
of statistics based on race and ethnicity was reminiscent of the Vichy regime and gener- 
ated opposition. The 1990 Gayssot law extended the 1972 law, by among other measures, 
establishing an annual report by the National Commission on Human Rights (Bleich 2001; 
Bleich 2004). 

26. Mitterand’s politique de la ville (urban policy program) targeted social integration in 
zones urbaines sensibles (poor urban neighborhoods, or ZUSs) without mentioning race and 
ethnicity (Barou 2014). For example, a 1989 law created zones déducation prioritaire (edu- 
cational priority zones, or ZEPs) to increase educational resources for students from disad- 
vantaged regions (Calvés 2004; Dike¢ 2007; Simon 1998). A 1991 law was passed to prevent 
residential concentration based on ethnic origin (though Republicanism did not permit use of 
the term ethnic origin) (Dikec 2007). In 1999, in response to growing evidence of discrimina- 
tory behavior, then-interior minister Jean-Pierre Chevenevent established the Commission 
départementale daccés a la citoyenneté (Departmental Commission for Access to Citizen- 
ship, or CODAC) in each département of France to monitor cases of discrimination. How- 
ever, it had no significant impact (Hargreaves 2004). The debate over discrimination positive 
(affirmative action) also illustrates the complications in addressing issues related to ethnic 
origin in public policy and government programs (Bleich 2008; Sabbaugh 2002). 

27. A 2001 report by the Haut Conseil a l'intégration (High Council on Integration, or 
HCI) distinguished between being “of Muslim culture” and “of Muslim religion” based on 
how often Muslims pray in mosques; it estimates that there are about one million Muslims 
“of Muslim religion” and about three million Muslims “of Muslim culture” (Bowen 2004c; 
HCI 2001). As of 2007, 33 percent of people from Muslim families are believing and practic- 
ing Muslims and 38 percent are believing Muslims. About 35 percent of French Muslims 
live in the Parisian metropolitan region (Sebian 2007). In terms of practices, 61 percent of 
French Muslims pray every day; 23 percent attend mosque every Friday; 70 percent fast 
during Ramadan; and 62 percent only consume meat that is halal. Praying daily and going 
to the mosque on Fridays are the most discriminating distinctions between believing and 
practicing Muslims. Praying every day and going to the mosque on Fridays are the most 
discriminating distinctions between believing and practicing Muslims (IFOP 2009). Recent 
research has distinguished between an Islam en France (Islam in France) and an Islam 
de France (Islam of France) meaning “a simple presence of Muslims and their practices 
visible in France” versus “an Islam that is expressed and developed within national institu- 
tions, assuming its freedom from ‘foreign’ influences, especially those of the homeland” 
(Kastoryano 2004, 82). This perspective focuses on how Muslim practice is constructed, 
adapted, and influenced by the French context (Bowen 2004b, 2004c, 2009; Fernando 2005; 
Gray 2008; Roy 1994). 

28. When considering the ratios of regular mosque participation to regular church 
participation, French Muslims are as secularized as other French people (Hargreaves et al. 
2007; Kuru 2008; Laurence and Vaisse 2006). According to a 1999 study, about 18 percent 
of second-generation Muslim immigrants attend mosque regularly, about 28 percent attend 
mosque sometimes, and about 54 percent never attend mosque (Penn and Lambert 2009). 

29. A 2006 Pew report found that French Muslims are equally likely to identify as 
French (about 42 percent) as they are to identify as Muslim (about 46 percent) (Barou 
2014). A 2007 Gallup poll similarly found that, while Muslims in Paris are more likely to 
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define religion as an important part of their lives than the Parisian population as a whole, 
that does not prevent them from identifying with being French (Nyiri 2007). 

30. These changing demographics had political implications. For example, in the 1980s, 
and continuing into present society, the Front National (National Front), a Far Right po- 
litical party led by Jean-Marie Le Pen, became increasingly popular and portrayed North 
African and sub-Saharan African immigrants as eroding French society (Fysh and Wolfreys 
2003). 

31. According to the ministry's website, promoting French identity included the follow- 
ing: “both our historical heritage and the future of our national community. Article 1 of the 
Constitution of the Fifth Republic states that ‘France is a Republic—indivisible, laic [secu- 
lar], democratic and social. She ensures equality in front of the law of all citizens, without 
distinction of origin, race or religion’ The promotion of our identity constitutes a response 
to communitarianism and aims at preserving our nation’s equilibrium. Immigration, inte- 
gration, and national identity are complementary and very closely linked. Because of her 
own identity, which she can be proud of, France had the means to integrate immigrants who 
respect our values and can organize immigration in a confident way.” 

32. Official communications from the Ministry of Immigration, Integration, National 
Identity and Codevelopment emphasized the following questions: What does it mean to 
you to be French today? What do issues of diversity mean for our national identity? What 
are the elements, symbols, and values of French national identity? What is the role of the 
French nation? Why should we welcome and/or integrate foreigners into our Republic and 
our national community? What is the relationship among national, local, and European 
identities? What is the relationship between national identity and globalization? How can 
national identity be better celebrated? 

33. For example, activist and journalist Rokhaya Diallo (Diallo et al. 2012), a child of 
Senegalese immigrants, wrote in Le Monde: “The national identity ‘debate’ questions only 
the identity of certain French who are a little too tan. The endless debates on secularism 
scrutinize those of us who are unfortunate enough to be Muslim. Nicolas Sarkozy’s Greno- 
ble speech—whose objective was to strip targeted French of their nationality, as if it were an 
option—the difficulties we are confronted with in simply renewing an ID card if one of our 
ancestors is linked to a foreign country. All the above have created an enormous identity 
insecurity for us.” 

34. I use the term postcolonial immigrants here to distinguish between immigrants to 
France who are attached to its colonial history and immigrants from countries without a 
colonial relationship with it. 

35. Many Algerians fought for France during World War I, though they had no citizen- 
ship rights and military service at that time was tied to French citizenship (Cornell and Hart- 
mann 2007; Silverstein 2008). Moreover, according to Tetreault: “During the colonial period, 
French citizenship by colonial African subjects could often only be obtained when individu- 
als renounced Islam, indicating a bias against religious and racialized difference” (2013, 533). 

36. Moreover, “while Muslim Algerians gained French citizenship with the adoption 
of the Constitution of the Fifth Republic in 1958, a racialized distinction in legal status 
and representation was maintained. After independence, Algerian citizenship superseded 
French legal belonging, with nationality replacing racial-cum-religious status in setting di- 
vides between populations” (Silverstein 2008, 28). 
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37. In 1985 the Front National and the Rassemblement pour la République (RPR, a 
former right-wing political party associated with former president Jacques Chirac) began 
the process of revising the code de la nationalité to restrict the citizenship of those born 
in France of noncitizen parents (Silverman 1992). The Méhaignerie law, passed in 1993, 
amended the code de la nationalité to end the automatic acquisition of citizenship to chil- 
dren of immigrants (Silverstein 2008; Thomas 2007). 

38. According to the Haut Conseil à intégration (High Council on Integration, or 
HCI), integration refers to a reciprocal process between the immigrant and the host society 
that incorporates immigrants and their children while also maintaining social cohesion in 
“construction of a society that brings [its citizens] together around shared principles (lib- 
erty of thought and conscience, equality between men and women) as they are expressed in 
equal rights and common responsibilities” (Chabal 2015, 91; see also Tetreault 2013). 

39. There is a debate in France over whether to collect statistics on ethnic origin. As cat- 
egorization is seen to promote differentiation among citizens, the absence of such statistics 
is often seen as protection against racism and discrimination. The 2007 Hortefeux law pro- 
posed that data related to race and ethnicity should be gathered to monitor discrimination. 
It was later ruled unconstitutional (it also involved stricter requirements for naturalization 
related to family unification (Bass 2014). See Begag (2007), Bleich (2004), Escafré-Dublet 
and Simon (2011), Maxwell (2009), Ringelheim (2009), Sabbaugh (2008) Simon (2008), 
and Simon and Clement (2006) for more on the debate regarding ethnic statistics. 

40. Concerning immigrant-origin individuals across generations, as of 2000, 7.3 per- 
cent of the French population (including those born overseas and those who have acquired 
French nationality) has origins in the North African nations of Morocco, Algeria, and Tu- 
nisia (Lamont et al. 2002; Préteceille 2008; Thomas 2007). 

41. While I follow the convention of research on immigration in the United States in 
using the terms second generation and second-generation immigrants, I recognize their 
problematic nature. Constant (2009) notes that applying the term immigrant to the sec- 
ond generation implies that their immigrant status is inherited. Throughout my research, 
the various terms I found used for this population include issus de immigration (people 
of immigrant background), enfants d’immigrées (children of immigrants), secondes généra- 
tions (second generations), descendants d'immigrées (descendants of immigrants), jeunes 
dorigine maghrébine qui sont nés en France (youth of maghrébin origin who were born in 
France), franco-maghrébins, jeunes ethniques (ethnic youth), and descendants des peuples 
colonisés (descendants of colonized peoples). See Begag (2007) for more on terminology as 
it relates to this population. 

42. I discuss my own experience with this term in the methodological appendix. 

43. A 1999 survey of second-generation immigrants aged sixteen to twenty-five from 
Britain, France, and Germany found that 31 percent of second-generation maghrébin immi- 
grants perceived discrimination at school and 35 percent of second-generation maghrébin 
immigrants reported experiencing racism (Penn and Lambert 2009). 

44. Those who appeared to be of sub-Saharan African or Caribbean origin were six 
times more likely than whites to be stopped (OSI 2009). 

45. As of 2008, about 21 percent of children of immigrants lived below the poverty line, 
in contrast to about 10 percent for children of French citizens and 28 percent for immigrants 
overall. The gap between children of European immigrants and children of French citizens 
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is narrower than the gap between children of African immigrants (including North African 
and sub-Saharan African) and children of French citizens (Lombardo and Pujol 2011). 

46. First-generation Moroccan and Tunisian immigrant men had a 24.6 percent un- 
employment rate, and women had a 26.1 percent unemployment rate. Among second- 
generation Moroccan and Tunisian immigrants (ages 18-40), 19.4 percent of men and 21.7 
percent of women were unemployed. First-generation Algerian immigrant men had a 29.6 
percent unemployment rate and women 30.5 percent. Among second-generation Algerian 
immigrants (ages 18-40), 23.2 percent of men were unemployed and 22.3 percent of women 
were unemployed. Those of Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese origin had lower unemploy- 
ment rates. First-generation Spanish and Italian immigrant men had an unemployment rate 
of 10.7 percent, while women had an unemployment rate of 13.8 percent. Among second- 
generation Spanish and Italian immigrants (ages 18-40), 10.3 percent of men were unem- 
ployed and 13.5 percent of women were unemployed. Among first-generation Portuguese 
immigrants, men had an unemployment rate of 9.8 percent, while women had a 10.2 per- 
cent unemployment rate. Among second-generation Portuguese immigrants (ages 18-40), 
14.3 percent of men and 16 percent of women were unemployed (Meurs et al. 2006). 

47. The HCI was created in 1990, and in a report it defined integration as “not midway 
between assimilation and insertion, but a specific process where the active participation 
in the national society of varied and different elements is encouraged” (Barou 2014, 649) 

48. In fact, according to a meta-analysis of field experiments of hiring discrimination, 
France has a higher rate of hiring discrimination than the United States, Great Britain, 
Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, Sweden, and Germany. Whites receive about 80 percent 
more callbacks than nonwhites. Compared to other groups, North African-origin indi- 
viduals are discriminated against the most (Quillian et al. 2016). 

49. Per the Institut national détudes démographiques (National Institute of Demograph- 
ic Studies, or INED), the mainstream refers to “persons living in France who are not immi- 
grants and who do not have an immigrant parent. This group includes French persons born 
abroad and their children, including colonial repatriates and their children born in metro- 
politan France. It also includes the adult grand-children of immigrants” (Shon 2011). 

50. Such African American professionals continually face an inability to fit in, exclu- 
sion from the “club,” low expectations, shattered hopes, faint praise, coping fatigue, identity 
troubles, self-censorship and silence, and guilt by association (Cose 1994). 

51. As Neckerman et al. (1999) show, the experiences of middle-class immigrants in the 
United States are often like those of the black middle-class, particularly in terms of navigat- 
ing discrimination and conforming to white middle-class society. Their “minority culture 
of mobility” “draws on available symbols, idioms, and practices to respond to distinctive 
problems of being middle-class and a minority” (949). However, this framework exists in a 
context of multiple options for identity based on race, ethnicity, and national origin. In this 
book, I explore how this interplay among race, ethnicity, and middle-class status plays out 
in a context of limited identity options. 

52. In response to their marginalized status, affected groups develop an altered 
worldview, indigenous organizations and leaders, and a comprehensive framing of their 
marginalization. 

53. “Itis this peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking 
at one's self through the eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape a world that looks 
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on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his twoness—an American, a Negro; two 
souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose 
dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder” (DuBois [1903] 1994, 3). 

54. Here I am also informed by Guinier and Torres’ (2002, 16) framing of race, which 
“both reinforces hierarchies of power and simultaneously camouflages those hierarchies,” 
in considering the multiplicative ways that race structures society. 

55. As I later discuss, some respondents can cross symbolic boundaries around race and 
ethnicity owing to their lighter skin color or a traditionally French sounding name, which 
make their North African origins less apparent to others. 

56. Here I am informed by Vilna Bashi Treitler (2013) regarding how ethnic groups exist 
on a racial hierarchy. 

57. I am also informed by Wimmer’s (2013) call for an all-encompassing definition of 
ethnicity, which does not treat race as fundamentally different from ethnicity. 

58. Ethnic identities can vary in terms of the degree to which they shape social 
life. For example, thick ethnic identities comprehensively organize social life, and thin 
ethnic identities minimally organize social life (Cornell and Hartmann 2007). Ethnic 
and racial identities are constructed and continually negotiated in various contexts or 
“construction sites” (170). (Lacy [2007] distinguishes between private versus public con- 
struction sites.) 

59. We can see this in the United Kingdom, as evidenced by Hall’s (2004) ethnography 
on working-class second-generation Sikh immigrants in London, which reveals how be- 
coming middle-class British citizens involves reconciling their sense of being Sikh, Indian, 
and Asian. This is also evident in the United States. Sharma’s (2010) ethnography of middle- 
class second-generation South Asians reveals how these “desis” adopt a diasporic ethnicity, 
as they invoke conceptions of black identities and blackness in how they self-identify. 

60. Research reveals a typology of ethnic self-identifications, including those based on 
ethnic origin, those based on the nation, and a hyphenated identity (Ajrouch 2004; Chong 
1998; Eid 2008; Labelle 2004; Rumbaut 1996; Song 2010; Waters 1999; and Zéphir 2001). 
For example, Waters’ (1999) examination of second-generation West Indian immigrants in 
New York delineates three paths for identity construction—a black American identity, an 
ethnic American identity with some distancing from black Americans, and an immigrant 
identity outside of racial and ethnic categories. Waters’ typology reflects how individuals 
who are read by others as black come to understand and make sense of the black-white ra- 
cial divide in America. Zéphir’s (2001) research on second-generation Haitian immigrants 
in New York similarly emphasizes how immigrant families socialize their children and that 
children understand American race relations as the process in which second-generation 
individuals develop their ethnic identity. In other words, the degree of their “Haitianness” 
depends on a multitude of factors, revealing the heterogeneity of ethnic identity among 
second-generation populations. 

61. Moreover, Goldberg (2006) argues that when race is mentioned in Europe, it is at 
the level of embarrassment, as a reference to the past, as in the case of the Holocaust. 

62. Lamont and Molnar (2002, 168) define symbolic boundaries as “conceptual dis- 
tinctions made by social actors to categorize objects, people, practices, and even time and 
space. .. . Symbolic boundaries also separate people into groups and generate feelings of 
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similarity and group membership.” Symbolic boundaries become social boundaries when 
there is a consensus about their meaning and “take on a constraining character and pattern 
social interaction in important ways,” including “identifiable patterns of social exclusion or 
class or racial segregation” (169). Boundaries have “both a categorical and social or behav- 
ioral dimension. The former refers to acts of social classification and collective representa- 
tion, the latter to everyday networks of relationships that result from individual acts of 
connecting and distancing” (Wimmer 2013, 9). Boundaries are marked through everyday 
interactions that privilege particular groups over others. Moreover, Alba explains how so- 
cial and symbolic boundaries affect immigrant-origin individuals: “In all immigration so- 
cieties, the social distinction between immigrant and second generations, on the one hand, 
and natives, on the other, is . . . in a sense, a fault line along which other differences and 
distinctions pile up” (2005, 41). 

63. I am also informed here by Bloemraad (2015, 60), who clarifies how citizenship 
boundaries work: “If citizenship is a boundary demarcation between those ‘inside’ and ‘out- 
side’ the membership circle, that boundary is not a single wall, but rather a series of fences 
that can be more or less inclusive, and which can overlap our cut across each other.” 

64. I build upon Stephen Castles’ (1997) notion of differential exclusion, in which im- 
migrants and their descendants are incorporated into certain areas of society (such as the 
labor market) but not others (i.e., political participation). Regarding France, he argues that 
the Republican model “appears to be purely political, yet it brings culture in through the 
back door. There is no room for cultural diversity or for formation of ethnic communities” 
(9). In this sense, cultural citizenship extends the notion of multicultural citizenship, which 
is opposed to universal citizenship and recognizes that formal equality through citizenship 
rights can mask actual disadvantage and that therefore difference needs to be recognized 
and accommodated (Bloemraad 2015; Castles 1997; Joppke 2001). Thus, additional rights 
should be given to particular groups (Kymlicka 1995). My notion of cultural citizenship 
differs from this, in that I am not arguing for a differentiated citizenship, nor for different 
kinds of citizenship rights to be applied, but rather for recognition of the nonlegal dimen- 
sions upon which citizenship is based (Beaman 2016b). 

65. British sociologist T. H. Marshall (1950) first referred to citizenship as a status ac- 
corded to full members of a community. 

66. For example, Cohen (2010) discusses the second-class citizenship of African Amer- 
icans, and Berry and Junn (2015) discuss the citizenship of racial and ethnic minorities, 
particularly Asian Americans and Latinos, as “silent citizenship.” 

67. Or as Etienne Balibar (2004) argues, reinforcing a “virtual European apartheid” in 
which anyone connected to immigration is always seen as an immigrant. 

68. While I have an almost even number of men and women in my respondent sample, 
I do not explicitly use gender as a variable of analysis in this study, primarily because the 
experiences of my respondents did not vary substantially by gender. 

69. Most of my respondents with dual citizenship are of Algerian origin (including 
three respondents who were born in Algeria and immigrated to France as babies). 

70. See the INSEE (2003) report Nomenclature des professions et catégories socioprofes- 
sionnelles des emplois salariés dentreprise. 

71. Lalso made contacts for potential interviews at these events. 
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2. GROWING UP FRENCH? EDUCATION, UPWARD MOBILITY, AND 
CONNECTIONS ACROSS GENERATIONS 


1. This history is somewhat distinct from other maghrébin families because there was 
no arranged marriage (Begag 2007; Gray 2008). 

2. It is worth noting the history of assimilation through French education for rural, 
regional populations who were considered culturally distinct in the nineteenth century. I 
thank Deborah Reed-Danahay for this insight (Reed-Danahay 1996). 

3. Fernando (2014) refers to schoolteachers as “guardians of the Republican school.” 

4. Diana particularly takes issue with the terms les issus de immigration (persons of 
immigrant background) and lintégration (integration). 

5. The three phases of the French educational system are école primaire (elementary 
school), for ages 6-11; collége (secondary school), for ages 11-15; and lycée (high school), 
for ages 15-18. Educational attainment levels in France are typically referenced in terms 
of the baccalauréat, or bac, exam (taken by lycée graduates, it is a prerequisite for higher 
education) and the number of years of school post-bac (“bac plus 7 for example, means a 
student has passed the bac exam and has seven years of postsecondary education). There 
are three types of bac exam—general, technology, and vocational (students choose a track 
in high school that leads to one of these bac exams). The university system is divided be- 
tween public universities and the prestigious grandes écoles (including the Ecole nationale 
dadministration [ENA], Institut détudes politiques de Paris [Sciences Po], and the Ecole 
des hautes études en sciences sociales [EHESS]); public universities admit all bac graduates. 
See Brinbaum and Kieffer 2005 and Brinbaum and Kieffer 2009. 

6. One notable and recent exception is Sciences Po, which has an affirmative action- 
style program for students from zones déducation prioritaires (ZEPs), areas considered 
educationally disadvantaged. This has been heavily debated and critiqued (Sabbaugh 2002; 
Sabbaugh 2011). 

7. University of Paris 8, University of Paris 1, and University of Paris 2 are all public 
universities connected to the Paris-Sorbonne university system. 

8. The full names of these universities are as follows: Ecole polytechnique; Ecole natio- 
nale des ponts et chaussées; Ecole supérieure des sciences économiques et commerciales; 
and Ecole des hautes études commerciales. 

9. For more on how an education at Sciences Po and other grandes écoles translates to a 
higher social status, see Bourdieu (1984) and Draelants and Darchy-Koechlin (2011). 

10. See the Human Rights Watch report The Root of Humiliation: Abusive Identity 
Checks in France (HRW 2012) and the Open Society Institute report Profiling Minorities: A 
Study of Stop-and-Search Practices in Paris (OSI 2009) for more information on this. 


3. MARGINALIZATION AND MIDDLE-CLASS BLUES: RACE, ISLAM, 
THE WORKPLACE, AND THE PUBLIC SPHERE 


1. One example was how some middle-class respondents framed and understood the 
2005 banlieue uprisings as the only resort for their working-class and impoverished coun- 
terparts many of whom are unemployed and underemployed. 

2. On October 27, 2005, two teenagers—one of Tunisian origin and the other of Malian 
origin—were electrocuted in an electricity substation as they fled police in the Clichy-sous-Bois 
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banlieue. They were apparently trying to avoid the constant police identity checks targeted at 
youths. A few days later, police shot a tear-gas grenade into a local mosque and refused to 
apologize. These events led to uprisings, which spread in banlieues throughout France for 
about three weeks. See Balibar (2007), Echchaibi (2007), Koff and Duprez (2009), and Schnei- 
der (2008) for an overview of the vast literature on the causes of these uprisings. 

3. See Bremner (2005), Bell (2005), Body-Gendrot (2007), Bowen (2006); Canet et al. 
(2008), Haddad and Balz (2006), Smith (2005a, 2005b), and Snow et al. (2007). 

4. This was seen in the media and popular discourse surrounding the treatment of Af- 
rican Americans by the police in the death of Sandra Bland in Hempstead, Texas, and Mi- 
chael Brown and the ensuing uprisings in Ferguson, Missouri (Beaman 2015b). 

5. This is the case in France, as evidenced most recently in the aftermath of the massacre 
at the offices of the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo in January 2015, when many anti- 
Muslim incidents and attacks occurred (Beaman 2015c). 

6. Here I follow Brubaker (2013, 6), who cautions that “people who identify as Muslims 
(like those who identify with any other religion) do not identify only or always as Muslims, 
and they may not identify primarily as Muslims, though some of course do [italics in the 
original]. 

7. Religious identity, as Eid (2008) describes it, encompasses familiarity with beliefs, 
observation of religious practices, and a sense of belonging to one’s religious culture. 

8. A 2009 UNICEF report on children of immigrants found that many second- 
generation Muslims practice Islam in way that could be considered tolerant, inclusive, and 
largely secular (Kirszbaum, Brinbaum, and Simon 2009). 

9. Mourad further explained that this apartment was too small to rent out, according 
to French law. The landlord, also an attorney, would have known that his attempt to do so 
was illegal. 

10. Furthermore, as Silverstein (2008) has shown, residents from the cités are consid- 
ered immigrants even when they are not. 

11. One example of this euphemistic coding is in territorial affirmative action. According 
to Calvés (2004, 222), “in communities where problems and tensions tend to be translated 
in the language of race, the very categories of territorial affirmative action (young zone resi- 
dents, ZEP pupils) do convey racialized denotations that are unambiguously perceived as 
such by institutional as well as local social actors. An implicit consensus filters the geograph- 
ical criteria through the sifter of various religious, ethnic, and phenotypical denominations.” 

12. Shon (2011) states that, as of 2008, 42 percent of migrants from North Africa, sub- 
Saharan Africa, and Turkey live in the 10 percent of neighborhoods with the highest un- 
employment rate. This number drops to 35 percent for children of these immigrant groups, 
pointing to a moderate intergenerational residential mobility. 

13. Hicham clarified that the old mayor was reprimanded for abuse of power and is 
currently fighting these charges in court. I should also note that, while some of the HLM 
complexes will be demolished, Hicham and others signed an agreement with the current 
mayor that reduced the number of units to be demolished and would increase the number 
of housing units in the cité. 

14. Sherwood (2009) highlights how the prominence of North African culture in Mar- 
seille sets it apart from other French cities, and that residents’ identification with Marseille 
supersedes other identities and identifications. 
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15. For more on housing discrimination, see Bonnal et al. (2012), Shon and Verdugo 
(2014), and Simon and Heath (2013). 


4. FRENCH IS, FRENCH AIN’T: BOUNDARIES OF FRENCH IDENTITY 


1. See Ernest Renan’s 1882 Quest-ce qu'une nation? et autres essais politiques. 

2. I thank Marcus Anthony Hunter for this suggestion. 

3. According to the Institut national de la statistique et des études économiques 
(National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies, or INSEE), as of 2013, foreign- 
ers (individuals of foreign nationality born outside France) make up about 6.4 percent 
of the total French population and immigrants about 8.9 percent of the total French 
population. 

4. Sarkozy is the child of a Hungarian immigrant father and a French mother. I discuss 
later in this chapter how his Hungarian origins do not stigmatize him in the same way my 
respondents’s maghrébin origins do. 

5. For more on inequalities in the French school system, see Brinbaum and Kieffer 
(2009), Brinbaum and Lutz (forthcoming), d’Appollonia (2009), and Van Zanten (1997). 

6. Still, some respondents (about 13.5 percent) do not invoke their North African ori- 
gins or French citizenship and instead adopt an abstract identity (such as “citizen of the 
world”) or one based on where they grew up in France. For these individuals, being French 
and being maghrébin are not the most significant aspects of their identity. 

7. By consciousness, I am referring to the “meaning people give to their acts through the 
symbols, norms, and ideological forms they create” (P. H. Collins 1989, 746). 

8. In fact, more than a few respondents noted how their parents had them celebrate 
Christmas when they were children so they would not stand out. 

9. It is important to note that, while banlieues are often a catchall for residential dis- 
advantage (Hargreaves 2007), from a demographic standpoint, they are heterogeneous 
(Oberti 2007). Neuilly-sur-Seine and Orsay, for example, where fewer immigrant-origin 
individuals live, are not characterized as socioeconomically disadvantaged. 

10. This correlates with large-scale studies of the maghrébin second generation, such as 
Simon (2012). 


5. BOUNDARIES OF DIFFERENCE: 
CULTURAL CITIZENSHIP AND TRANSNATIONAL BLACKNESS 


1. Yade is a conservative French politician who emigrated from Senegal to France when 
she was eight years old. 

2. I think my visible identity as a black American was invoked as a way to get at my 
closeness with or proximity to the people I was studying. I discuss this further in the meth- 
odological appendix. 

3. Individuals reject what is “available to them and [reach] out for those less-known 
samples, including aspects of South Asian and African diasporic formations in England 
and the Caribbean. In not being a biological concept tied to ancestry that is imputed upon 
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individuals, ‘desi’ becomes a racialized construct selected by some South Asians” (Sharma 
2010, 27). 

4. James Baldwin, in his 1955 essay “Encounter on the Seine: Black Meets Brown,” ob- 
serves the nuances of race and racism in Paris, where African American expatriates were 
appreciated in France but Algerians were not. 

5. This is also reminiscent of how some African Americans consider themselves more 
American than white Americans because the labor of their ancestors built the United States. 

6. Brown discusses how the French census, in its refusal to collect racial and ethnic 
statistics, is an instrument of racial and ethnic exclusion. 


CONCLUSION: SACRIFICED CHILDREN OF THE REPUBLIC? 


1. See http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-30767929. 

2. See http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/08/world/europe/charlie-hebdo-paris-shooting. 
html). See also https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/19/world/europe/dieudonne-mbala- 
mbala-french-comedian-convicted-of-condoning-terrorism.html?_r=o. 

3. Note how the French government has extended this state of emergency six times to 
November 2017 (http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40105183), which makes it the 
longest state of emergency in France since the Algerian War of Independence. Under a state 
of emergency, the police can execute searches without a warrant, among other measures. 

4. See _ http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/16/world/europe/nice-france-truck-attack- 
what-we-know.html and _https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/16/world/europe/attack-in- 
nice-france-represents-terrorisms-new-reality.html?action=click&contentCollection=Eur 
ope&module=RelatedCoverage&region = Marginalia&pgtype=article. 

5. See http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/27/world/europe/france-burkini-ban. html. 

6. ‘The title of this section is borrowed in part from William Julius Wilson’s The De- 
clining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing American Institutions (1980), although I 
argue that race and ethnicity remain significant in understanding France’s past and present 
society. 

7. See http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/22/opinion/a-lingering-injustice-in-france.html?_ 
r=0. 

8. See http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/20/world/europe/france-minorities-assimilation. 
html?emc=edit_tnt_20160926&nlid=43222843&tntemailo=y&_r=o. 

9. By identity politics, | am referring to how culture and identity are constructed to vari- 
ous political ends. As Hill and Wilson articulate, “Identity politics refers mainly to the ‘top 
down’ processes whereby various political, economic, and other social entities attempt to 
mold collective identities, based on ethnicity, race, language, and place, into relatively fixed 
and ‘naturalized frames for understanding political action and the body politic” (2003, 2). 

10. See _ http://redux.slate.com/cover-stories/2017/01/the-death-of-adama-traore-has- 
become-frances-ferguson.html. 

u. The inspiration for the title of my conclusion comes from an article by activist and 
journalist Rokhaya Diallo, “Zyed et Bouna: Enfants sacrifiés de la République” (Zyed and 
Bouna: Sacrificed children of the Republic), about the death of two adolescents that led 
to the 2005 uprisings; see http://www.regards.fr/web/Zyed-et-Bouna-enfants-sacrifies-de. 
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METHODOLOGICAL APPENDIX: ANOTHER INSIDER: 
DOING RACE FROM/IN ANOTHER PLACE 


1. [included three respondents in my sample who were not born in France because they 
immigrated when they were two years of age or younger. They self-identified as children of 
immigrants or second-generation immigrants. Other scholars define the second generation 
by their place of socialization and primary schooling (see Noiriel 1996), and I felt confident 
including them in my sample. All of them were naturalized French citizens. 

2. Small (2009) has noted that another critique of snowball sampling is that respon- 
dents are more likely to know each other or even “constitute a social network” which might 
be “more biased” than random sampling. He challenges this by showing how random sam- 
pling involves the bias of nonresponse, meaning that only those individuals who are willing 
to participate are interviewed. Furthermore, he argues that samples may be considered “a set 
of cases with particular characteristics that, rather than being ‘controlled away; should be 
understood, developed, and incorporated” (14) into researchers’ analytical understanding. 

3. According to INSEE, as of 1999, about 86 percent of neighborhood housing is public 
housing. 

4. I also want to challenge the idea that an American understanding of race and eth- 
nicity is completely divorced from the European one, particularly when considering the 
history of slavery and colonialism in both Europe and the United States (Goldberg 2006). 
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